
Compliance with Tier 1 targets

became mandatory from January 1,

2013, and more stringent Tier 2 tar

gets will apply fromJanuary 1, 2015.

One of the mainstays of the

European Union single market is

the free movement of goods. In

this context, the proper functioning

of the single market rests ultimately

on consumer trust. Consumers and

purchasers must have confidence

that, irrespective of where a prod

uct is manufactured and in which

member state it is bought, the

product is both safe and compliant.

This is the message that was deliv

ered in an explanatory statement in

the draft report on the Proposal for

a Regulation on Market Surveil

lance of Products and Amendments

to Existing Council Directives that

the European Parliamentary

“Comnsittec on the Internal

Market and Consumer Protec

tion,” published in June 2013.

Market surveillance should

ensure that products are compliant

with applicable European Union

legislation. However, it is clear that

member states’ market surveillance

is already failing to adequately

address the growing number of

imports to the EU and the increased

number of products circulating

within the single market. Recent

figures from the European

Commission suggest that the

and market surveillance stated,

“the current legislative framework

for marker surveillance does not pro

vide enough coherence and should

therefore be reviewed and further

coordinated.” The resulting proposal

to establish a common European

framework for market surveillance

that will concern all products

circulating within the internal

market, including those imported to

the European Union, is part of a

larger package. This package also

contains a proposal for General

Product Safety Regulation and a

Communication setting Out a long-

term plan for market surveillance.

Traditionally, the fragmented

market survefflance activity within

the European Union has largely

focused on health and safety. This

has been in response to the marker

surveillance requirements that are

now part of the “New Style” prod

uct safety Directives. The European

Commission now recognises that the

Market Surveillance Regulation

should not only safeguard health and

safety, but should also be a means to

enforce European Union legislation

that seeks to uphold other public

interests, such as energy efficiency.

The European Union’s Imple

menting Measures (regulations) for

various products that fall within the

scope of the Ecodesign Directive

2009/125/EC, all contain rules for

enacting marker surveillance.

Honest market players put

considerable effort and resources

into ensuring that they are compli

ant with European Union safety,

environment and other require

ments. Market surveillance should

ensure that players who do not

abide by the rules do not gain

advantage on the market over

compliant operators. It is irs the

interests of trustworthy manufàctur

ers, importers, distributors, and

consumers that market surveillance

authorities identify unsafe, harmful,

and otherwise non-compliant

products and prevent them from

entering the market. If they already

are in the marker, authorities should

take measures to remove them.

The biggest challenge facing

Member States’ ability to enact

effective market surveillance is the

lack of available resources. In its

search for a long—term solution, the

European Commission has indicated

an interest in exploring new,

innovative market—based solutions

that can complement market

surveillance actions that authorities

currently solely undertake. Although

there is an underlying suspicion of

industry-sponsored certification and

accreditation programs, it is likely

that the Commission will evaluate

genuine contnbutions to effective

market surveillance that responsible

industry can provide.

Earlier this year, the European Air

Movement and Control Association

launched its (EU) Regulation

327/2011 Verification Programme

to provide an accessible means

whereby responsible fan manufac

turers can confirm and demonstrate

that their products comply, and

European
Air Movement &
Control Association
Verification of Compliance

continue to comply, with European

Union minimum efficiency require

ments. The programme is techni-.

cally sound and administered with

transparency. As such, it can provide

confidence to manufacturers,

distributors, specifiers, and customers

alike that products bearing the

Venfication of Compliance seal for

Tier 1 or Tier 2 are fully compliant

with the Regulation (See below).
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The evaluation methodology,

which is described in AMCA

Publication 213-12 EC-327/2011

Monitoring and Verification

Programme, is in accordance with

(EU) Regulation 327/2011 and

permitted tolerances are less than

those specified for market surveil

lance purposes. Note that this

voluntary programme will not take

the place of, or contribute to, any

Member State’s market surveillance

activity at this time. However, until

the Member States’ authorities can

identify means that will enable

marker surveillance to be

effectively enacted for the product,

participation in the European Air

Movement and Control Associa

tion programme is the best, if not

the only, way in which a manufac

turer can independently confirm

compliance with European Union

fan efficiency targets.
http://europeamca.org/

Ecodesign and F-Gas rules top the agenda
by Andrea Voight, European Partnership for Energy and the Environment Director General

T
he HVACR sector experi

enced yet another extremely

busy year in 2013 and 2014

will continue in the same vein.

Ecodesign measures setting require

ments for product energy efficiency

and the review of the F-Gas

Regulation are just two of the many

challenges our industry is facing arid

it is more important than ever for all

stakeholders to closely follow the

developments in Brussels. FETA is

an extremely valued partner of

EPEE and I would like to take this

opportunity to thank FETA for its

excellent contribution to our work.

Energy efficiency has once again

topped the EU agenda, creating

both opportunities and challenges

for our sector. After some seven

years of battling around the

so-called Ecodesign Lorl setting

energy efficiency requirements for

óontinued on next page
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The Impact of EU Regulation 327
by Geoff Sheard, Air Movement and Control Association International President

e European Union (EU) is authorities check only 0.3% of all

actively regulating the goods placed on the market in the

efficiency of energy usmg EU (including imported goods).

products. Commission Regulation The situation is not made easier

(EU) No. 327/2011 sets minimum by a complex legal structure. In

efficiency targets for fans • - . ‘ 2011, a European parha—

that are driven by electric ment resolution on the

motors with input powers . revision of the General

from 125W to 500kw.
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